October 2025

Dear Friend of AATU:

My name is Ben Munson. I am a freshman at Pioneer High School. I’'m writing about the
Michigan Youth Conservation and Trout Camp. Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited gave me a
scholarship that paid my way to the camp in 2024. It was an amazing experience. I am writing to
see if you can donate to AATU to send more campers to Trout Camp.

We did conservation work at Trout Camp putting logs, trees, and stumps into the North
Branch of the Au Sable for habitat. Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited does work like this and bank
restoration work on Mill Creek in Dexter. I plan to start volunteering with them on conservation
projects and think it would be really cool to have a summer job when I’'m in college doing
restoration on Michigan’s cold-water rivers.

I think there are a lot of kids who will benefit from the experience I had there, but not
everyone can afford to go to camp. I'd done a lot of fishing before I went to camp, so that part
wasn't new. I did learn new techniques about casting and I learned a ton about Trout Unlimited's
conservation work on streams. The conservation project we did helped me learn how trout
behave and that helps me with fishing. I love to fly fish, but before I started teaching my friends
this year, I didn't know anybody else my age in Ann Arbor because it's not something a lot of
people do when they are younger. Since I've started fly fishing, it's taken over my life in a good
way. I'd rather go do it than be on screens. I am teaching my friends how to fly fish now using
what I learned at Trout Unlimited Camp, so
if people want teenagers to go outside more
this is a good scholarship to donate to.

I am working on this fundraising
project with Rick Hall of Ann Arbor Trout
Unlimited. I am attaching a letter from him
with all the information you should need. If
you would like me to stop by and tell you
more about Trout Camp, I would be happy
to do that.

Sincerely,

Ben Munson Me on the Au Sable River with a brook trout | caught



